
 

 

Opportunity for Graduate Student Research in Child and Adolescent Development:  
Effects of Prenatal Maternal Stress from a Natural Disaster  
on Cognitive, Behavioral, Physical and Motor Development 

April 9, 2013 
Lab of Suzanne King, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Psychiatry 
McGill University 
& Researcher, Psychosocial Research Division 
Douglas Mental Health University Institute 
 
The King Lab is currently seeking graduate students interested in studying the effects of stress in the mother 
during pregnancy on outcomes in their children. Because one cannot intentionally stress pregnant humans as 
one can laboratory animals, creative methods are required to determine the effects of a woman’s exposure to 
stress on her unborn child. To that end, we have 3 on-going prospective longitudinal studies of prenatal 
maternal stress stemming from natural disasters (See also http://www.mcgill.ca/spiral/ for information): 

1. The January 1998 Quebec Ice Storm: In June 1998 we recruited women who had been pregnant during 
the ice storm.  All families are French-speaking. We have conducted assessments of their children at 
ages 2 years, 5, 8, 11, and 13 years, and will begin testing at 15 years of age in 2013. 

a. We will also conduct structural brain imaging at age 16½ years, starting with a comparison 
group of subjects (born the year before the ice storm) who will be scanned starting in July 2013. 

2. The June 2008 Iowa Floods: We used a similar method in this study. Some women have extensive pre-
flood data as well. Their children were assessed at age 2 years, and assessments at age 4 are on-going. 

3. The January 2011 Queensland Floods in Australia: Again, we used a similar method in a sample that 
also included women with psychosocial data from before the floods. We recently completed 
assessments of the children at age 16 months, and will begin 2½ year assessments in July 2013. 

Seeking Graduate Students: These 3 studies offer almost unlimited opportunities for graduate students to 
study a number of different developmental processes longitudinally; a francophone student could be directly 
involved in assessments for Project Ice Storm. We are accepting applications from students from masters or 
doctoral programs that emphasize research (i.e., minimal clinical commitments). Potential students should 
contact us to discuss common interests and overlap between their interests and our data.  

In particular…:  Although we are interested in recruiting students interested in any aspect of development, we 
are hoping to recruit at least one with an interest in neuroscience who could contribute to Project Ice Storm 
by guiding families through the brain imaging process at the Douglas Hospital (in Verdun) this coming year.   

Requirements: 
• Fluency in French (since all Project Ice Storm families are Francophone); 
• Availability on evenings and weekends (approximately 5 hours/week) beginning early July 2013; 
• Good social skills, professional manner; 
• No background in brain imaging is required. 

To apply: Send CV, university transcripts (unofficial), and a statement of interest to:  

 
                                                                david.laplante@douglas.mcgill.ca 

http://www.mcgill.ca/spiral/

